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In the United States today criminal justice can vary from state to state, as various states alter the

Modern Penal Code to suit their own local preferences and concerns. In Eastern Europe, the

post-Communist countries are quickly adopting new criminal codes to reflect their specific national

concerns as they gain autonomy from what was once a centralized Soviet policy. As commonalities

among countries and states disintegrate, how are we to view the basic concepts of criminal law as a

whole?Eminent legal scholar George Fletcher acknowledges that criminal law is becoming

increasingly localized, with every country and state adopting their own conception of punishable

behavior, determining their own definitions of offenses. Yet by taking a step back from the details

and linguistic variations of the criminal codes, Fletcher is able to perceive an underlying unity among

diverse systems of criminal justice. Challenging common assumptions, he discovers a unity that

emerges not on the surface of statutory rules and case law but in the underlying debates that inform

them.Basic Concepts of Criminal Law identifies a set of twelve distinctions that shape and guide the

controversies that inevitably break out in every system of criminal justice. Devoting a chapter to

each of these twelve concepts, Fletcher maps out what he considers to be the deep structure of all

systems of criminal law. Understanding these distinctions will not only enable students to appreciate

the universal fundamental ideas of criminal law, but will enable them to understand the significance

of local details and variations.This accessible illustration of the unity of diverse systems of criminal

justice will provoke and inform students and scholars of law and the philosophy of law, as well as

lawyers seeking a better understanding of the law they practice.
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People find Fletcher's general views of criminal law controversial at times because ideas of criminal

justice vary from region to region or person to person. However, in "Basic Concepts of Criminal

Law," Professor Fletcher captures the very essence of criminal law by delineating twelve basic

concepts of criminal law that serve as a common backdrop for various and diverse understandings

of criminal law.As Fletcher analyzes the "deep structure" of criminal law, he not only presents his

own expert opinions but also provides readers with a framework of law through which they can

contemplate the issues of criminal law. Legal scholars, academic students, and the curious public

will find Fletcher's "Basic Concepts of Criminal Law" to be dynamically entertaining and stimulating.

The book is written mostly in plain english that really helps in understanding authors ideas. And

benefits the book reader with better understanding of some modern tendentions of common law in

reference to the Germal law, and Model Penal Code.

I didn't like the book for multiple reasons and the most annoying part of it is the use of language.

Very basic and not encouraging college level students to read it.

I read it, it made somewhat sense but the problem was that it did not have any cases. The good

thing was, my professor taught half of the course using this book...

The material came in right on time. It was in great conditions. I didn't encounter any problems. Thats

exactly how a great deal/sale should be.
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